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Synopsis

Gold! Gold! Gold in North Carolina! Fifty years before the California Gold Rush, twelve-year-old
Conrad Reed unearthed a shiny rock from a creek in North Carolina. Conrad had struck golda "but
he had no idea. And so, for three years, the Reed family unknowingly used a hunk of solid gold
worth thousands of dollars as a doorstop. When news finally got out about Conrada ™s discovery,
the lives of the Reedsa "and the history of the Southa "was changed forever. Their ordinary farm
was transformed into a family-run business that launched a thriving economical shift for the state,
attracting miners and investors from all over the world. Follow the explosive journey of this Southern

state as it became the site of Americad ™s first gold rush.
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Author and historian Tricia Martineau Wagner is an experienced elementary-school teacher, reading
specialist, and independent researcher. In addition to writing, Wagner delivers hands-on,
living-history presentations for schools around the country. She lives with her husband and two
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